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Most of us would say that to a greater or lesser extent that we are interested in ethics, not least 

because as pharmacists we want to do what is “right”. But how often do we consider what drives us 

to do the “right” thing, indeed what is the “right” thing? 

I had the pleasure of being awarded a PLEA educational grant, which allowed me to attend the 

“Medical Ethics” course at Imperial College in September 2011. The course is a five day intensive 

medical ethics course which attracts a wide range of individuals. On the course I attended I had the 

pleasure of working with GPs, junior and senior psychiatrists, intensive care consultants, specialist 

transplant nurses and members of current and prospective research ethics committees to name a 

few. The course director is Raanan Gillon, a very experienced and well known medic and medical 

ethicist. 

The sessions generally started with a short lecture on the topic for the session followed by a small 

group discussion followed by wider whole group debate. The topics were wide and varied from some 

pure ethical concepts through to many current issues such as euthanasia, pandemic flu treatment 

prioritisation and ethical decision making in military and terrorist situations. 

I would recommend the course to anyone with an interest in healthcare ethics. Perhaps not 

surprisingly, I was the only pharmacist on the course, but for me that made it even better forcing me 

to be part of the wider discussions. The most poignant thing I learnt was that as health professionals 

we rarely know what the demands are on our colleagues from the other health professions and what 

they have to consider in their decisions. A greater understanding of each viewpoint is important in 

achieving better outcomes. It was interesting to discover that many of the medics on the course 

were completely unaware of the shared liability between medics and pharmacists when medicines 

are supplied and how this knowledge would change their perspectives for the future. 

 

 

 

 


